Amsterdam, February 10th, 2016

Mai Nha Children Foundation Vietnam
Dear friends of Mai Nha,
The Mai Nha Family is off to an
excellent start in 2016. The children
are all healthy and developing well.
The two houses are a true home for
this family. Mother Kieu and her team
have proven that they can operate
“relatively independently” from M&M,
as they have relocated from Vietnam
back to Paris in the summer of 2015.
Mai Nha is, by now, firmly established
in Vietnam with strong local roots
and active support from the local
business community and French,
Dutch and European Diplomats and
the Leadership of the Communist
Party.

As the Dutch Board we would also
like to add our “thanks” to the one
Marc expressed in Laren.
Additionally, we are grateful for the
warm support received to fund Mai
Nha for another, and final, 5 years!

This was “the dream” when we started
as Marc reminded the big group of
sponsors who had been able to join
us in Laren in September last year.

“The first day of our visit we met up
with part of the Local Board for a
dinner with Marc, Richard de Boer
and Gabor Fluit. As representatives
of the Dutch business community,
they provide Mai Nha with council,
governance as well as hands-on
support in the running of Mai Nha.
Examples of the latter are the checkup of the electrical system in Mai
Nha and the replacement of the
generator; Richard’s company has
actually committed to fund this
replacement for 50%.

In his presentation, Marc underlined
the leading role which this group of
sponsors has played in making this
dream a reality – “the Dutch have
shown other sponsors the way – you
were the first movers in the Mai Nha
project and have enabled us to
purchase the land and build the
houses. In doing so, you constructed
a basis for the long-term – having
physical proof of the concept with
the first house being built allowed
us to roll out the sponsor program
in France, Vietnam and the USA” .

In November 2015, part of the Board
(John Regout and his wife Beatrijs
and Robert Jongstra) visited Mai Nha
together with Marc. A wonderful 4
days in which they were able to
experience the “full Mai Nha dream”.
An excerpt from their travel story:

Gabor has pledged his and some of
his key managers time helping to
guide the children in making
educational choices to fulfill
career aspirations. His team will help
scholarship children, and down the
road the orphanage children, to
understand what is possible from an
education point of view. Once the
children have made their choice, a
personal mentor will be appointed to
help them settle away from home –
finding a place and getting started
at the university are part of this.

A wonderful evening spent with an
inspiring group of Dutch business
people providing real help to the Mai
Nha Project.
The next day we were off to Phan
Thiet. In spite of 60km of newly
constructed highway, it was still a
long 4 hour trip (makes us value the
once every fortnight trips M&M have
made during the 4 years they were in
Vietnam). After a quick check-in, we
were off on our scooters for a 20
minute drive to Mai Nha. Although the
3 of us travelled to Mai Nha 4 years
ago and have been involved in the dayto-day running since, seeing the 2
houses and the adjacent primary
school building on the edge of the
village was still a nice surprise – all
looked friendly, solid and clean. We
were welcomed by Mother Kieu - a
friendly and warm woman who we got
to know over the next 2 days - runs
the staff and family of children with
a firm hand. Upon our arrival the
houses were quiet as the more noisy
school age children were at school.
After tea, we accompanied Kieu on
her daily pick-up of the children from
school.

Upon returning home, the children
initially were very shy – they went to
Marc who needed to pick up every
single one of them.

Over dinner however the shyness
quickly disappeared. One thought
which has stayed with us was how
much the children want you to stay
close, it seems like they have a need
to feel secure. It underlines the role
that Mai Nha now plays in their lives.

After dinner, games and a bit of
television, Kieu had her staff prepare
the children for sleeping. In about
30 minutes, all 16 were in bed.

The next day confirmed that the
dream Marc talked about in Laren 5
years ago has become a reality. Mai
Nha provides a wonderful home for
the family of 16 orphans.”

Please do not hesitate to contact us
or Marc with any questions or
suggestions concerning Mai Nha
that you might have. Thank you for
your support.
Bart Bendel, Pieter Peletier, John
Regout & Robert Jongstra

